HOW TO USE PSI’S CUSTOMIZABLE PRESS RELEASES

We hope you will immediately put your PSI membership to work for you by using the customizable news releases we’ve provided to promote your business and your knowledge about pet sitting.

Here is what we suggest you do:
· Download one of news releases we’ve provided for you.  Be sure your release is double-spaced and that you have filled in all of the appropriate names and numbers pertaining to your business.
· Check with your Chamber of Commerce to see if a prepared media list is available.  If not, compile a list of your local media.  Include newspapers, radio stations, television stations and local magazines.

· Call each of the media offices on your list to verify e-mail and/or mailing addresses and ask for the name of the appropriate editor or producer to whom business-related information should be sent.

· Print copies on your company letterhead for your media list.

· Using e-mail or company envelopes, send a news release to each of the media contacts on your list.  Include a personal note stating your willingness to be interviewed.  Be sure to indicate that you can provide photographs (if available).  Then mail out the release and keep your fingers crossed.

· If you have not heard from the editor or producer within a week after e-mailing or mailing the release, follow up with a phone call.  Politely ask if the release has been received, if there are any plans to use it and if additional information or a photograph is needed.

· Refer any questions about the pet-sitting business in general or about Pet Sitters International to www.petsit.com and/or PSI.  Direct media inquiries to courtneyklein@petsit.com.

· Save your compiled media list for future use.  For example, you can inform your media contacts about Professional Pet Sitters Week.  If your efforts are successful and result in publicity for your pet-sitting business, let us know!  We enjoy learning about your accomplishments!
Good luck!

